
The Mary 
Grue Puzzle



My current puzzle

• My grandfather, John 

McCormick, was born in 

Motherwell in 1900. 

• His parents were John 

McCormick and Mary Grew 

(Grue). They were married in 

Loughgall, August 19th 1895.

• My current search is to find 

Mary’s birth place and who her 

parents were.



Mary Grue, 1956

• Mary Grue died in 1956. 

• Her two deceased husbands 

are listed. John McCormick 

(my grandfather’s father) and 

Hugh McGinty (who she 

married after John died).

• Her parents are listed as John 

Grue and Mary Docherty.



Mary Grue, 1915

• Mary Grue married her 

second husband, Hugh 

McGinty in 1915. 

• Her parents are listed as John 

Grue and Mary Docherty.



Mary Grue, 1911

• Mary Grue was living with her 

husband John McCormick and 

their children in Motherwell in 

1911. 

• Mary’s place of birth is listed 

as Ireland. Her husband’s is

also listed as Ireland.



Mary Grue, 1901

• Mary Grue was living with her 

husband John McCormick and 

their children in Motherwell in 

1901. 

• Mary’s place of birth is listed 

as Ireland. Her husband’s is

also listed as Ireland.



Mary Grue, 1895

• A marriage record exists for 
August 19th, 1895 between 
John McCormick and Mary 
Grew – this is the same day 
listed above

• In this document Mary’s father 
is listed as Peter and not John. 

• It appears to be the wrong 
record especially as it is 
possible to find the Mary Grew 
mentioned in this record, with
a father Peter and mother 
Catherine McGrane in Armagh 
(where Loughgall is located).



More about my 
puzzle

• Initially I did not have the record for my great grandmother’s second 

marriage, nor her death certificates.

• As a result I researched Peter Grew and Catherine McGrane as I 

thought they were her parents. This made sense as it matched the 

marriage record from the 19th August 1895 in Loughgall.

• It seems an incredible coincidence for two couples, both named John

McCormick and Mary Grew, to have married in Loughgall on August

19th, 1895. However, this seems to be the simplest explanation to the 

existence of a record with the wrong name for Mary’s father as I have 

found records for a Mary Grew, born to Peter Grew and Catherine 

McGrane, around 1870.


